TOWNSHIP OF MEDFORD
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EAAC) MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025– 7:00 pm
MEDFORD TOWN HALL, 49 UNION STREET 

I Roll Call – 
Present: Pola Galie, Deb Evans, Ed Tenthoff, Brian Pelloni, Alice Levas, Nicole Saviano, Sandra Krueger, Ileen Wright, 

Guests: Angela Sforza, Rosa Schuh, Austin Schuh, Paul Patterson

Absent:
II Review/approve minutes of March 2025 Meeting
Brian Pelloni moved and Deb Evans seconded a motion to approve after change to the minutes.  The change involved the first paragraph from public comments in March towards the bottom - effect on wildlife should be effect on whales.  All approved.

III Public Comments (limited to 5 minutes per person) 
Rosa and Austin Schuh attended our meeting thinking it was a meeting regarding the sale of Federal land near Cedar Run.  Pola Galie will check on the report.

Paul Patterson is a soil biologist who is very interested in composting.  He can help improve various composting facilities through testing methodology.  Familiar with things such as carbon sequestration.  He feels he can support us in a number of ways.

IV Old Business  
· Sustainable NJ Certification- Re-cert due in 2025 – Deb -Evans reported that it is due Friday and we will submit and it will be reviewed and we will get feedback and have one more submission. 
· Green Team – Friends of the Green Team Meetings Update – Ileen Wright reported:
Dana Jeffas from Love Thy Nature Refillery will replace our tent with one with our new logo.  

Japanese knotweed  we will create a flyer to explain that it is an invasive species and try to set up a date to pull them and replace them with milkweed.  Ed Tenthoff and Nicole Saviano will work on the flyer.  Paul Patterson said that the young shoots are edible.  

Octoberfest – we will support recycling bins this year.

Attended the Burlington County Green Team fair and our ocean garbage patch poster was a big hit getting lots of attention.
The April tree giveaway at Freedom Park ended up in heavy rain.  We were the only activity that day and ended up at Lower Forge on Main Street.  We did manage to give away all of the trees.

· Grant Applications/Projects 
· ACE Grant for Phase II Weather Monitoring 
· NJDCA Local Rec Improvement Grant – Canoe Trail 
· AC Electric Environmental Stewardship Grant Application - Sustainable Jersey Communities 
· Trex Bench project status - Bench # 10 is being worked on for a couple of weeks now.
· Revised Tree Ordinance/EAAC responsibilities – Confusing information in the township Board and Commission book that needs review.  
· Sunrise Rotary Tree Planting – Phase II – Pola Galie did not get the feeling that the township would be able to buy the necessary trees.
· Adopt A Drain Program (w/Brian Cop, DPW Ass’t. Director) – Up and running as of 4/8.  Access it at Nj.adopt-a-drain.org.  Email Brian Cop if a drain needs attention.
· Tree City/Arbor Day Planning - dates – Tree city application submitted and Arbor Day tree planted at the Kirby’s Mill Elementary School 
· April Educational Program Report – More people and good presentation and a video of the event is online,
· Pola Galie read a report from Township Manager Daniel Hornickel. 
· Updated ROSI – We were prompted to study both the proposed and existing ROSI properties, and discovered numerous problems with the existing list – properties that have a public purpose or public facilities which should not have been added or perhaps should have been disclosed as dual use.  So we are carving out or excluding these dual use or non recreation use properties but adding several others that make sense to include.  It appears that we added about 80 more acres to the Open Space, Recreation and Conservation Plan document which will be placed on Twp. Council’s May 20th agenda and Planning Board’s May 28th agenda.
· Unused properties – as part of the ROSI review above, for the newly discovered properties, we are looking to sell a few dozen orphaned lots, most of which are < 1.0 acre in size that the Township has no business owning as they are either landlocked or should belong to an adjacent property owner.  This isn’t going to earn the Township much (in terms of the proceeds of sale or adding the properties back to the tax rolls).  However, it will relieve the Township of those infrequent calls that a tree on Twp. property is falling down onto adjacent private property on land the Twp. has no business owning. 
· Acquisition of Bl. 404, L. 3 – 11 acres at corner of Church & Hartford roads, across from Johnson’s Farm.  This acquisition is finally proceeding.  The appraisers should have their reports completed by mid-May after which time the Township will begin negotiating the sale with the owners, who remain willing to sell and are cooperating with the Green Acres acquisition requirements. 
· The Township Engineer also informed us last month that the Township received a NJ DOT bikeways grant to install a path from the end of the Wingate development’s path along Hartford Road to the end of the Wingate path along Church Road. 
· The County received a grant from the DVRPC to, among other things, perform a feasibility study and plan to create a bicycle loop around Medford.  
V Monitor: 
· Pedestrian & cycling related assistance and Twp. grants (Coordination with DVRPC, Cross County Connection, NJDOT & Burlington County) 
· Community Composting Project (Presentation 5/13/25) 
· Bike Rodeo in coordination with Police Dept. 
· Open Space Acquisition- Church & Hartford Road parcel – Green Acres Grant submitted – February 2024. 
· ROSI – Complete Review and Recommendation – see above report from Township Manager Daniel Hornickel
· NJ Future – Technical Assistance for FEMA Community Rating System/Flood Resiliency & Mitigation 
· Green Product Education – Discussion/Continued promotions 
· Utility Line Tree Cutting 

VI New Business – 
· Summer Meeting Schedule – No summer meeting cancelations.
· Brian Pelloni talked about artificial turfs reaching their useful life and need to be discarded which is expensive and it is heavy.  This may be something we need to address in the future, especially if they get dumped in the Pinelands.

VII Planning & Zoning Considerations 
· Review of Application Plans submitted to Planning & Zoning Office - 
· PSE&G Project Route 70 Substation – Brian Pelloni asked if tree planning will be required since many trees will be removed.  Nicole Saviano asked if other impervious alternatives have been considered as well as greenery considerations.

VIII Next meeting – 6/10/2025 @ 7 pm 

IX. Adjournment – Brian Pelloni and Deb Evans moved and seconded a motion to adjourn at 8:14.  All approved.

Minutes submitted by

E . J. Tenthoff
