TOWNSHIP OF MEDFORD 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EAAC) MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY,  March 11, 2025– 7:00 pm 
MEDFORD TOWN HALL, 49 UNION STREET 
I. Roll Call:  Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm
Present:  Pola Galie, Ileen Wright, Alice Levas , Ed Tenthoff, Deb Evans, Brian Pelloni, Sandra Krueger
Guests: Mayor Eric Rebstock, Angela Sforza, Township Liaison, Zac Wilson, Nicole Savaiano, Brittany Garrison
II Approval of minutes

The February minutes were approved after motion and second by Brian Pelloni and Deb Evans.  All in favor.  
III Public Comments (limited to 5 minutes per person) 

Nicole Savaiano spoke supporting offshore wind farms and other alternative energy sources.  She feels the current Council is the majority of information from a person who is a nuclear power lobbyist.  She hopes Council will find and listen to independent information sources.  She says there is no indication of negative effects on wildlife in the research data as it related to wind turbines.  

Zac Wilson supported Nicole’s statement and feels we have no reason to be involved in this issue.  He feels the Resolution should be abandoned or altered to investigate alternative solutions.

Mayor Rebstock mentioned that Council sent this issue to EAAC to review.  

Deb Evans is in favor of looking at alternative energy sources.  Questions why the township is concerned and is generally opposed to offshore wind farms.

Ed Tenthoff said he is very opposed to offshore wind farms but wonders why the township cares.

Pola Galie, after a consensus vote, decided that the EAAC will not respond to this proposed Resolution.
IV.
Old Business
· Sustainable NJ Certification- Re-cert was due in February 2025 – 
Our application for recertification was submitted.  We know we have another opportunity to submit after receiving feedback from Sustainable Jersey.  Deb Evans feels we can sustain silver certification but probably not make gold this year.
· Green Team – Friends of the Green Team Meetings Update – 
Ileen reported 16 people at the last meeting showing interest by people in our local environment.  Finalized our mission statement and logo.

The mission statement is, “The Medford Green Team promotes sustainability and environmental stewardship.”
Working on acquiring T-shirts with the approved logo and a new banner.  
Mentioned Assembly Bill 5338 repealing existing bill outlawing single use plastics.  It is a concern as it seems it would take us backwards regarding plastic recycling.
The Green Team will attend the Burlington County Earth Day (4/26) once we complete the application on-line.

· Grant Applications/Projects – No updates
· Trex Bench project status – Moving right along – from 15 January we have 550 pounds handed in and have a year to reach 1000 pounds for a bench.
· Revised Tree Ordinance/EAAC responsibilities – No action
· Sunrise Rotary Tree Planting – Phase II – Years ago there was a collaboration to put in trees as a wind break in Hartford Crossing Park and they want to do this.  Currently, funding is limited and they are hoping the township will buy the trees and dig the holes and they would plant and fill the holes.
· Adopt A Drain Program (w/Brian Cop, DPW Ass’t Director) –       8 April meeting will be the kickoff for this program.  We will have additional presentations for composting and forest fire safety.
· Tree City/Arbor Day Planning – 11 April Kirby’s Mill Elementary School at 10 am.  The garden club has the trees, and we will make an appearance.  We need a Council proclamation which will be forthcoming.
· Saturday 12 April is our Earth Day celebration at Freedom Park from 8 AM to noon.  The grant for acqquiring free trees has expired and we are looking for financial sources.  The Garden Club offered us $100 towards the trees as Pola Galie will be offering a presentation to their membership on Sustainability.  The cost for our 300 trees is approximately $700.  The Womans' Club of Medford will also have a yard sale that day.
· Rain Garden Program – Currently, on hold.

V. Monitor: 
· Pedestrian & cycling related assistance and Twp. grants (Coordination with DVRPC, Cross County Connection, NJDOT & Burlington County) – 
· Community Composting Project – Local Garden State Compositing contact is willing to meet with us about joint composting projects.
· Bike Rodeo in coordination with Police Dept. – 
· Open Space Acquisition- Church & Hartford Road parcel – 
· ROSI – Complete Review and Recommendation – 
· NJ Future – Technical Assistance for FEMA Community Rating System/Flood Resiliency & Mitigation 
· Green Product Education – Discussion/Continued promotions 
· Utility Line Tree Cutting 
VI New Business – 
VII 
Planning & Zoning Considerations 
· No major development plans.  Angela will share such plans with us.
VIII 
Next meeting – Tuesday, April 8 @ 7:00pm at Public Safety Building
IX 
Adjournment at 8:04
Respectfully submitted,
Edward Tenthoff

