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NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
& ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes – November 2, 2022

Town Hall, 49 Union Street, Medford, NJ 
Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm

NSAC Members Present:  Kathy Burger, Interim Chair, Avril Dickerson, Brian Seltzer, Colleen Stover, Michelle Voorhees  Absent:  Kathy Cullen
EDC Members Present:  Vittorio Anepete, Brian Seltzer, Sarah Cooper, Abbie Galie, Mike Pagnotta  
Council Liaison & Other Guests in Attendance:  Councilwoman Donna Symons, Steve Cassidy
Approval of Minutes:  
October 12, 2022—Mr. Anepete made a motion to approve; Ms. Cooper seconded.  Voice vote approved unanimously.  
Old Business:  
A.)
Welcome Kit:  Mrs. Burger confirmed that the final version of the Welcome Kit pdf file had been posted to the Township website under the Welcome Kit icon on the homepage.  It was also emailed to local realtors and Homeowners Association representatives, with several favorable comments in response.  A story was included in the November Medford Messenger about the availability of the Welcome Kit doc & website link as was suggested at the last meeting.  

B.)
Commercial District Updates:   
Crossroads: No changes; the Luce Restaurant was discussed.  

Route 70:  No update, except mention that Omega Dental & Ararat Carpeting are still listed for sale. 

Medford Village:  It is expected that a pizza shop (Johnnie’s Pies) will be opening in the space vacated by Sunflower Bakery on N. Main. The Zen Den is subletting space within Life in Balance located on S. Main.  There is still a small kitchen space available that was recently vacated by the Fabulous Fig.  Azonia will be vacating their space in the Stagecoach Building due to a relocation.  Cabin Couture opening at 23B South Main before the Dickens Festival, which will be on December 3rd. The Pop Shop closed and the building is being sold to a HR & Payroll firm. Mrs.  Galie asked if there was any possibility of a “ghost kitchen” opening in that space. There is a new Brow House biz, and the Happy Cabbage Society featuring vintage clothing will be opening soon on S. Main.  Dominick Evola, former owner of Labella’s Pizza & Restaurant, is looking for a space in the Village with a commercial kitchen. 
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The Main Street Merchants Executive Board met with Mayor Watson & Councilwoman Symons in late October in regards to the email that Mrs. Galie had sent to EDC regarding Haddonfield’s zoning that requires food and/or retail businesses occupy the first floor of their central business district.  The Mayor said he would speak with the rest of Council to see if they would be open to discussing a similar Ordinance change. It was mentioned that any Zoning Ordinance changes would also have to be approved by the Pinelands Commission.  It was expressed that the goal of the Main Street Merchants was to maintain and further build a core of commercial businesses that make Medford a destination.  

Shops on Stokes:  There is activity & site improvements taking place at Ironstone in order to attract new tenants 

Taunton & Tuckerton:  Façade improvements at the Village of Taunton Forge are taking place, and the new Anytime Fitness is undergoing their interior modifications to open soon.  The Lake Pine Dry Cleaners vacated their space in with Wawa and relocated into the Village of Taunton Forge shopping center.
C.)
Medford Messenger Project Phased Approach:  The Council was in favor of including a spotlight on new businesses. Links to the Medford Business Association & the Main Street Merchants would also be included.  Mrs. Burger & Ms. Voorhees to meet to update the info.  

D.)
Opening a Business in Medford Brochure:  No Report

E.)            Pictures & Videos – NJ Film Commission:  Dave Borelli, former photographer for the Central Record, and Jack Hartwig, Planning Board Chair, have volunteered to take or provide photos of any location needed.  Mrs. Burger & Ms. Portocalis will follow up to have them begin submitting photos, especially since the fall colors will represent the Township well.  Other areas to feature Kirby’s Mill, the lakes, and the historic Village.  
F.)
Welcome Basket:  Deferred to after the New Year.  Ms. Cullen, Ms. Dickerson, Ms. Voorhees & Ms. Cooper volunteered to be on the sub-committee 

New Business: 
1)
Main Street Lights:  At this time, installation would be March 2023 at the earliest. 

2)
Township Website: Is still under construction.  The new site could be up and running within 6-8 weeks.   3)
Pickleball Courts:   No update.  Construction work is on hiatus until next spring. 

Guest & resident Steve Cassidy, who also attended the February EDC meeting, was present to speak about a cannabis business opening in Medford.  He works in the alcoholic beverage industry, but was granted a conditional cannabis license from the State.  He has spoken to the Mayor & Council about the economic benefits of this type of business to a municipality, and shared a document outlining it.   Some stores are already selling cannabis products permitted to be sold over the counter; and one Board member is a part owner of an organics firm that sells CBD products.  On-line sales are already legal as well.  


Mr. Cassidy also noted that a cannabis business is approved for the former Marlton Diner that will serve Medford residents, however Evesham will benefit from the tax revenue generated.  
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Mr. Cassidy stated the Director of the NJ Cannabis Board offered to make a presentation to the Council. Mr. Cassidy was advised to contact Mrs. Burger to request to address Council. 
Adjournment: 
Ms. Dickerson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:43pm.  Ms. Voorhees seconded.  The voice vote was unanimous in favor. 

Next Meeting:  No December meeting. 
____________________________________
Prepared by Kathy Burger, Acting Chair [image: image2.png]



