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Neighborhood Services Advisory Committee
     Meeting Minutes – September 9, 2015
	Cranberry Hall, Medford, NJ
These minutes will be presented for approval October 7, 2015

Members Present:  Kathy Burger, Interim Chair, Wendy McBrair, Secretary, Elizabeth Piccinnini (for William Mead), Heidi Krihak, Thomas Wright, Colleen Stover and Robert Wagner 

Guests in Attendance: Kara Bonner and Mayor Watson

Members Absent:  James Juliano, Joseph Monahan, Peter Cohen, Paul Celia

The meeting was called to order by Kathy Burger at 7:05 PM. Minutes were reviewed. A few corrections were made to the spelling of names and status of guests. The minutes were approved as corrected. 

Old Business

Faith Based Community Summit
Kathy Burger reviewed an email from Joe Monahan discussing the possibility of proceeding with a Faith Based Community Summit. The summit would discuss and help coordinate Medford area support for residences during major emergencies such as the recent storm in June that caused outages for up to six days and numerous blocked intersections.  The Summit could be part of NSAC’s program.
Kathy will further discuss the summit with Reverend Monahan. 	

Needs of Teens – No discussion was held.

New Business

NSAC Membership – Kara Bonner will be the newest member of NSAC representing Shawnee High School. Elizabeth Picinnini stated that MYAA was interested in being part of the group although MYAA and the Township have relationships that are separate from the work of NSAC. MYAA is interested in knowing what programs are being sponsored and in communicating them to their large membership. 
Colleen Stover said that she communicates NSAC information to the seniors.  

Municipal Alliance Grant FY 2016 - Kathy Burger announced that NSAC will serve as the conduit for the State of NJ for the Municipal Alliance Grant that provides financing for drug related programs to Medford Schools.  Medford Township Schools and Lenape Regional High School District contributes matching funds of $32253,022.25 and the State provides $12,500089. The funds are distributed to 7 schools including Lenape Regional and the elementary and middle schools of Medford. Programs vary and have included drug and alcohol prevention assemblies, peer mediation training, a ”Strong Picnic” and the CHYPPS program. Ms. Burger advised the group that NSAC will not be asked to participate, advise or identify needs related to drug and alcohol programs and grant use. At the request of Ms. McBrair for clarification, Mayor Watson assured the committee that though no discussion of the grant or drug alliance responsibilities had been held by the committee in the past three years, the municipal alliance grant program did fall under NSAC, as it was listed in the original ordinance.   Ms. Burger read the portion of the original ordinance pertaining to Municipal Alliance to the committee.

Drug Box – Tom Wright suggested mentioned that he is letting seniors know that they need to get rid of drugs in their homes when families visit and to keep their drugs locked up in case of break ins and during open houses with realtors. The committee recalled that Chief Meder mentioned in May he was hoping to get a locked box but was in need of funding. Mayor Watson stated that there no problem existed for the purchase of the lock box. Kathy Burger will look into thestated she was never asked about funding issue with Chief Meder.  Ms. Burger will ask Chief Meder about the status of the drug box.

Council Vision and/or Direction for Committee
Despite all the changes directed by the Medford Township Council and the impact they have had on membership and direction, Ms. Burger hopes the committee can move forward in a positive way.  Ms Burger stated this item will be listed as an item for discussion by Council at the October 6th Council Meeting.  Mayor Watson stated Council does not want to see the committee working on items that Council would not consider.  Mayor Watson then gave an example of 
When asked what the Council was thinking NSAC should be doing, Mayor Watson stated that having a slogan such as Medford Cares was not considered to be a wanted project. Mayor Watson had no new suggestions but stated he will discuss ideas to see if other Council might have some ideas.

Miscellaneous Items 

Operation Santa - Ms. Burger reviewed this programs with the committee. Names of students and families in need of gifts at Christmas can be submitted to the police department. Schools identify families in need and the officers do also during calls made to homes by the department throughout the year.

Health and Wellness Fair – The Township will be offering this event to their employees and are considering opening it  to seniors. It is scheduled for Oct 2nd, 10A to 1P at the Union Fire House.

Ordinance Change Related to NSAC Leadership – Ms. McBrair informed the committee that a first reading or an ordinance had taken place at the recent September 8th Medford Township Council meeting allowing a non-Medford resident Medford Township employee to serve as Chair of NSAC. Ms. Burger asked if any of the members attending this meeting are interested in becoming the new Chairperson. No members present volunteered.  The second reading will be held September 22nd.

Student in Government – A tentative date was set for Nov 17th for the Shawnee High School SIG event. Ms. Burger and Ms. Krihak will coordinate. Beth Portaocalis will have new responsibilities and may not be involved with the event. The event will continue as previously designed for the Middle School. It may or may not be held on the same day at the Council meeting due to lack of attendance at the meeting. 

Next meeting for 2015– The next meeting dates will be Oct 7th and Nov. 30th.

Colleen Stover made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Tom Wright seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,

Wendy McBrair, Secretary


