
MEDFORD NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL 
OFFICIAL MEETING MINUTES - DECEMBER 3, 2014 MEETING 

Presented for Approval Wednesday, January 7, 2015 
 

The December NSAC meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm with a quorum and the following 12 members present: 
Chairman Thomas Corbi, Medford Township Liaison Beth Portocalis, Paul Celia, Peter Cohen, James Juliano, Lauren 
Kochan, Heidi Krihak, Acting Secretary Wendy McBrair, Rev. Joseph Monahan, Bridget O’Hanlon, Colleen Stover, and 
Tom Wright. Absent were Vice Chairman James Geiger, Deputy Mayor Watson, Stephen Conger, Denise Pizoli, and 
Shawn Ryan. The Chairman distributed handouts including the Meeting Agenda, November meeting Minutes, and a 
copy of the NJ State NJ Clean Communities Program Guidelines. Tom noted that any 501 C (3 or 4) organizations in 
Medford could qualify for (2) $500 grants per year. Groups may apply through Judy Scherf and should review the grant 
requirements. The funding is to help defray the costs of the clean-up; however, once received, could be used for other 
improvement needs, such as landscaping. 

MINUTES 
Minutes from the November 5, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved with no corrections, revisions or additions. 
 
EXECUTIVE ORDERS 
 
Chairman Thomas Corbi took the following actions by EO: 
Medford Police Chief Richard Meder has been approved to be a member of the NSAC and has been officially appointed 
by Executive Order EO 2014-3. There are plans to also add a representative from one of the restaurants in Medford, 
possibly Tony Sporacio from Riviera or the owner of Zinc Café. 
 
TOWNSHIP UPDATES 
Beth Portacalis stated that the Township is also working to develop a template to facilitate the collection of data so 
information can be texted and well as emailed to residents about Township Operations and Special Events. The goal is 
for NIXLE to be used by the police for public safety only. There would be no additional cost to the residents for this 
service. The committee suggested that the Medford Homeowners Associations Alliance list be incorporated into the data 
base. This would reduce redundancy.  Mr. Corbi said the Alliance is still working to update its data base following the 
most recent MHAA meeting. An “App” will be available to for Medford Township residents to download the 
www.medfordtownhip.com website information. 

Approximately 700 Medford Residents have signed up to presently receive the township emails. The committee 
discussed ideas for expanding knowledge and use of the website. Suggestions included the following 
• A flyer placed in the yearly tax bill (approval would be needed by Acting Manager Burger) 
• Use of the electric billboard at a visible location (approval would be needed by Chief Meder) 
• Send a copy of the side bar from the website via email to all on list 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Township Website 
Lauren Kochan reported that website is going well. A few broken links are presently being fixed.  Suggestions for 
changes or additions can be communicated to Lauren. 

 



Senior Citizen Update 
Brochure - Colleen Stover distributed a copy of the brochure developed for seniors describing events for seniors spon-
sored by Medford. Medford Township has conditionally approved of the brochure, contingent on textual accuracy and 
confidentiality. David Finn from BCIT may copy the brochure for free. The committee decided a first run of 250 copies 
would appropriate for distribution. Tom Corbi will review the layout and design. If necessary, his company will re-tool if 
necessary before sending into production.  The main purpose for this is for aesthetics and the most efficient layout for 
economy.  It will also be able to be sent and copied as a PDF document. 

WiFi – Beth Portocalis reported that the lines have been identified for reconnecting Verizon WiFi from the Township 
building to Cranberry Hall. This will enable both WiFi and computer use by Township residents to be available at Cran-
berry Hall. Colleen will communicate to Medford Seniors that the project should be completed by April. The Township 
will pick up any fee attached and no fundraising by the seniors will be necessary. Tom Corbi asked Colleen to assure the 
seniors that the committee cares about their issues and ideas and is working to address them appropriately; and further, to 
contact him if they have any other concerns. 

Basement Expansion – Because the basement at Cranberry Hall was not designed to be handicapped accessible, the 
basement cannot be used for public purposes. 

New Computer for Cranberry Hall – It was suggested that the Township put a request on the Website for used (4) 
computers from area companies upgrading their equipment. These donations would be tax deductible because the Town-
ship is a 501C non-profit organization. 

Faith Based Community Overview 
Reverend Joseph Monahan stated that a group of ministers from five local churches are meeting to get to know each 
other better and learn how their congregations can be part of NSAC and the Clean Communities/Safe Communities Ini-
tiative. They are looking to learn more about the needs of the community related to the initiative goals. They began dis-
cussion about being involved with the Office of Emergency Management and Domestic Violence concerns to name a 
few. The group will continue to meet and hopefully add new attendees. Reverend Joe stated the Medford United Meth-
odist Church has already taken on a clean-up of Freedom Park. He reported that the Baptist Church in the Village is 
working to keep the Cranberry Playground clean. Mr. Corbi reminded the group that having the churches involved can 
help bring a value system to the Township and Initiative. Understanding the issues and problems faced by the Township 
will help support the meetings and projects will bring us together. Our ideas will help support our direction and project. 

Shawnee High School — SCCC Initiative Ideas 
Bridget and Heidi reported that a discount card was being considered similar to the Shawnee discount card. Their issues 
with that project would be having to have the businesses involved and a leader and funding from the Township. Another 
idea was the Green Tag Initiative developed by Connor Gross, a Shawnee student. A green tag would be earned when a 
Medford resident participates in two clean-up projects a year. It would provide discounts at participating Medford stores, 
generating a buying local incentive, which in turn may encourage more businesses to consider moving into Medford. 
The committee appreciated the creative thinking and would keep this idea in mind as the initiative develops. Ms. 
McBrair suggested that the high school consider helping with a theme, logo and marketing plan designed to support both 
the Clean and Safe aspects of the Initiative. She also suggested they consider what has been done successfully at 
Shawnee, and how that could help change the students’ attitudes towards neighborhood cleanliness.  Mr. Corbi thanked 
the group for their work in the early developmental stage. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

General Discussion about Goals of NSAC’s Safe Communities/Clean Communities Initiative 
The committee suggested some of the following promotion themes; “See Something/Do Something”, “Give a Hoot – 
Don’t Pollute”, “Look Up – Don’t Pollute”, “Medford Proud – Clean and Green”, “Don’t Mess Up Medford”, “Don’t 
Mess With Medford”, “Medford – It Is Not That We Know….It Is That We Care”. Emphasis should be on ethics, values, 
community pride, intrinsically changing of thoughts/ways of doing things, and behavior modification. The committee 
asked that Beth Portocalis come to the next meeting with statistics about some of the problem areas, trash collected, em-
phasizing facts and quantity. These numbers will aid in direction and evaluation of progress. Information from Chief 
Meder will help give direction to the Safe Initiative. The committee will continue the S3C dialogue at the coming meet-
ings in 2015. 

 



Reappointment/Appointment Applications for NSAC 2015 
Signed letters from prospective and returning NSAC members were collected. The deadline was this meeting, to be con-
sidered for placement in 2015 by Township Ordinance. 
After the reappointments by Town Council in January, the election of new executives for the NSAC will take place. 

Eyes to the Future 
Chairman Tom Corbi expressed his heartfelt appreciation for the commitment and efforts by the members over the last 2 
years of the NSAC’s existence. As he is stepping down from the Chairmanship and ending his term, he encouraged all to 
continue to fight the good fight; to finish the race that was started together, and to keep the faith & vision that is the 
NSAC. 
Mr. Corbi reminded the council that they are invited to the Medford Township Thank You Reception on December 16th 
following the Township Council meeting. 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 7, 2015 at 7pm. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 pm, seconded by Thomas Wright & Colleen Stover. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wendy McBrair, Member-at-Large 
Acting Secretary 
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