MEDFORD TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD

REGULAR MEETING

15 December 2014

   
    7:30 p.m.

        Public Safety Building 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Hartwig.  
FLAG SALUTE

Statement of Conformance with the Open Public Meetings Act and the Municipal Land Use Law was read by Mr. Frank.

Chairman Hartwig announced that the meeting was being videostreamed live to the Township’s website. 

ROLL

Present:
Ferrara, Snyder, Czekay, Phelan, Wells, Herman, Basello-Holt, Bicker, Benstead, Hartwig

Absent:
Watson
Professional Staff:
Solicitor David Frank, Engineer Christopher Noll, Planner Michelle  Taylor, Secretary Judy Hess, Recording Secretary Nancy Linden

REGULAR AGENDA

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Chairman Hartwig called for an Executive Session to discuss the selection process for 2015 professional appointments.
Ms. Wells made a motion go into Executive Session.  Ms. Basello-Holt seconded the motion.  A voice vote carried the motion.

The Regular meeting was reconvened at 7:50.
MINUTES:
Mr. Phelan made a motion to approve the November 17, 2014 Minutes.  Ms. Herman seconded the motion.  A voice vote carried the motion.
WORKSHOPS/SUBCOMMITTEES:  None.

CORRESPONDENCE/REPORTS:  None.

RESOLUTIONS TO BE MEMORIALIZED:  None.
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APPLICATIONS/OFFICIAL ACTIONS:  
Re-examination of the Master Plan for the Route 70 Corridor, specifically on page 30 of the study.  There are block and lot amendments to line 7 of the table due to a scrivener’s error and recent lot consolidation.
Ms. Taylor pointed out the error and corrected copy with regard to Block 905, Lots 1.01, 1.03 and 1.04 and Block 901, Lot 1.01.  
PUBLIC PORTION:  No one was heard.

MOTION: 

Ms. Herman made a motion to re-adopt the Master Plan Re-Examination Report of Route 70 as amended.  Mr. Ferrara seconded the motion.
Recorded Vote:
Ayes:
Ferrara, Snyder, Czekay, Phelan, Wells, Herman, Basello-Holt, Bicker, Hartwig

Nays:


None

Abs:


None

Motion Carried:
8 – 0 – 0

Referral from Township Council regarding the Scenic Corridor Deed Restriction
Township Council received a request from a property owner on Elderberry Court for a waiver of a scenic corridor deed restriction which prohibits construction of buildings.  Township Council referred the request back to the Planning Board for its recommendation.  The Board discussed the matter and determined that the property owner should apply to the Planning Board for their requested waiver.  Mr. Noll said he would be available to discuss the matter with any Board members.  He also said this property was one of twelve properties with similar restrictions.  Councilman Czekay advised that Township Council had reviewed the issue and decided to refer it back to the Planning Board.  He asked what the property owner would be applying for.  Mr. Frank said the land used to be owned by a developer who agreed to the deed restriction condition.  Mr. Frank said it was likely that more residents in the development would come forward with similar requests.  He opined that the matter should be brought before the Planning Board as an application so that members could review the facts before making a decision.  
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MOTION:
Mr. Phelan made a motion to advise Township Council that the landowner should apply to the Planning Board for relief of the deed restriction.  Ms. Herman seconded the motion.
Recorded Vote:

Ayes:
Ferrara, Snyder, Czekay, Phelan, Wells, Herman, Basello-Holt, Bicker, Hartwig

Nays:


None

Abs:


None

Motion Carried:
8 – 0 – 0

INFORMAL PRESENTATION:  Chairman Hartwig advised that progress is being made on the Township’s library thanks to the help of Judy Hess, Kathy Burger, George Snyder and employees of the Department of Public Works.  It should be ready to open in January.  He asked for volunteers to help with the project.

WORKSHOP ISSUES:  Master Plan Open Space Discussion

Chairman Hartwig said if funding becomes available from Township Council, the Planning Board would ask the professionals to complete their reports.

Ms. Taylor reviewed their outline dated December 12, 2014 (which she said should be dated December 15, 2014).  The report would be done in two phases.  

The Board discussed the matter and decided to ask the professionals to submit their cost estimates by the end of the month so that Chairman Hartwig can submit to Township Council for their consideration.
GENERAL:  No one was heard.  

Ms. Wells made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  Mr. Phelan seconded the motion.  A voice vote carried the motion.

__________________________________________________________


Judy Hess, Secretary

__________________________________________________________


Nancy A. Linden, Recording Secretary

